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FvroarAaraYy ANp Hynrorocy oF THE Misssis-
VaLLey.—An interesting article with the
le appears in the St. Louis Christian Ad-

1ted by a table showing the length

e Lt

:ll'l"'[;.'!li\'.

nd navigability of the Mississippi and its numer-
s tributaries.  The author esumates the agare-
sate distance for which all these streams are aavi-
ible at more than twenty thousand miles, and
the totnl leneth of the Mis i*nl'pi and all s tri-
Lutaries at fifty-one thous I matles. Ihe follow
g recapitul ion will show the basis of this
LI f!‘l‘!lil!;‘ l'*[jll.-’;ll' >

Hivers. MiLes
Mizsissippi and .'ii}-_l'.-.::' s not nela-

Qinr hofe gFven Dpolow—aurrl

rale i.t I'|_'_'EI.. 14.385

Jied and all its tributaries, age’e length 4,125
Arkansas, o do ar 5,540
W do do 1,650
8} do do 10,170
Missow do do 12,170
Himors, do do 1,270
Wisconstn, do do 675
.'\I_.nn:i.{-]ri. with all its inlets, 5,645
Outlets or bayous (in all) 455

Total length of * The Great Eiver,”

with ;-.l-l is parts, 51.000

With such great natural facilities for commer-
cial pursuits, with corresponding agricultural ad-
vantares, what wonder is it that the Great West,
so late o wilderness, is making such rapid progress
in the upw;«.r.] seale of civilization and wealth 27—
It no other portion of the globe has shown such
wonderful and sudden changes as the Mississippi
Valley, surely no other ean show such good utle
to the amelioratinoey hand of man.

The Svracuse slave rioters were ordered last
week to g.;'.'z; bail or o to j.';tl. For five of them
the amount of bail was put at $2,060. For three
negroes it was put at $500. Cheap enough, one
would suppose, for what is ealled high treason in
some quarters.

Senator Seward——the ¢ higher law’ man— |
went on all thiir bonds, A paper giving an ac-
count of the examination, says:

A similar bond was executed for the three thI'|
ored men in the sum of %500 each—Gov, Seward
signing all three of the bonds. As he signed the |
gecond one, he remarked to the friends about him,
that he did not suppose such an act could be regar-
ded as a :'rt'n_-'lai!iu.’! of the moral '_lh]igatiun Df
the fugitive slave Iaw.  And warning to the dis-
trict attorney, playfully inguired whether signing
such a hond would eome under the head of eon-|
siructive *“freason.”

After this the Nenator invited all hands to his|
house where they were treated like martyrs.

A terrifie elap of thunder, neither preceded nor
fullowed by any other, as tonished the people of|
Dumfries, Canada, on Friday last. Some
men were at work in a tield, and without notice, |
were thrown down by the lightaing, and render-
ed for a few seconds powerless, whilst the flash
expended its power on a neighboring tree, which
it shivered and set on fire. The thunder instantly
followed the flash, and it was of the most awful
-.lt---_'rilﬂinu.

LSy

The London Times says, that marks of royal |
favor are about to be conferred upon the designer,
the architeet, and the engineer of the Crystal
Palance. Mr. Paxton, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Cubiut|
are to be knighted.

Barnum publishes a card in the New York pa-
g:rs explicitly contradicting the story that he had |

en negociating with Lola Montes, with a view |
of bringing her to the United States for a profes- |
sional tour, ala Jenny Lind.

A Gexuise Buoomsr. —!A young lady from
Warwick, New York, promenaded Wmf;inghm
city, yesterday morning in the Bloomer costume
—a leghorn hat, green silk tunic, and white satin
pants. She was accompanied by her brother and
sister-in-law, and though the admired of many, no
impudent train followed her.

Axoruer Rescuk oF A FuGimive.—A few days
ago, a fugitive slave was arrested at Ottawa, Iil.,
and an officer started to convey him to his owner
at St. Louis. He had not proceeded far, however
before he was attacked by a mob and the fugitive
rescued.

Prof. Page gave an exhibition of his new elec-
tro-magnetic engine at the Tabernacle, New York,
on Tuesday evening. The audience was compos-
ed of only a few invited guests, comprising edi-
tors scientific gentlemen, and a few others. The
results of the experiments were highly satisfac-
tory.

The Boston “‘hen fever” is about to break out
again. On the 11th of November there is to be

try Convention or Fair, to last four years.
There will be considerable crowing, as the general
clection takes place at the same time.

In France a new Ministry had been formed :

Cnnin,mmml; Tuargot, Foreign Af-
fuirs ; Girard, tion ; Cassabianea, Com-
mercé ; St. Armand, War; Fortoul, Marine ;
Jlondel, Finance. )

[ the indignant sense of the community, upon those

—=£o
President’s Message,

Fellow citizens of the Senate,
and of the House of Representatives :
I congratulate you and our common constituen- |
ey upon the favorable auspices under which you
meet for your first session. Our countrv is ut
peace with all the world. The agitation which,
for a time, threatened to disturb the fraternal rela-
tions which make us one people, is fast subsiding ;
and a year of general prosperity and health has
crowned the nation with unusual blessings. None |
can look back to the dangers which are passed, or
forward to the bright prospect before us, without
feeling a thrill of gratification, at the same time

| that he must be impressed with a grateful sense

of our profound obligations to a beneficent Provi-
dence, whose paternal care is so manifest in the
happiness of this highly favered land.

Since the close of the last Congress, certain Cu-
bans and other foreigners resident in the United
States, who were more or less concerned in the
previous invasion of Cuba, instead of being dis-
couraged by its failure, have again abused the
hospitality of this country, by making it the scene
of the equipment of another military expedition
against that possession of her Catholic majesty, in
which they were countenanced, aided and joined
by citizens of the United States.  On receiving in-
telligence that such designs were entertained, 1
lost no time in issuing sueh instructions to the
proper officers of the United States as seemed to

be called for by the occasion. By the proclama-

[tion, a copy of which is herewith submitted, I also

warned those whe might be in danger of being in-
veigled into this scheme of its unlawful eharacter,
and of the penalties which they would incur.  For
some lime there was reason to hope that these
measures had sufficed to prevemt any such at-
fe lI'IIi!. ’F};i\ ]':--;-'.“ I_Hv\\l Yeér, lllnl ed to l't' ti(‘lll-
sIVe. \‘r]'\‘ varly in the I!ml‘ltih:_:‘ n[‘ i}n_‘ llii!’ul uf
.\ll-_ﬁ"dni. da -r-It':tIn'1 r {:u“c (l ll;t' l'euli].t'rll lil‘lt.‘-ll'[l_‘ll
from New Orleans for Cuba, having on board up-
wards of four hundred armed men, with evident
intentions to make warupon the authorities of the
[sland. This expedition was set on foot in palpa-
ble violation of the laws of the United States, Its
leader was n Spaniard, and several of the chief of-
feers, and some others engaged in it, were for-
The persons l_'nl'll]_ul:-ill':' i[. l]l,l\\'t:\'t. Y
were mostly eitizens of the United States.

Belore the expedition set out, and probably be-

Cl|UHaCYs.

fore 1t was oreanized, a shight msurrectionary
movement, which appears to have been soon .'-"I!Ip--
prresse d, had taken place in the eastern quarter of
Cuba. The illi!ut'i.nl\u of this movement was un-

fortunai 1\ s0o much exXarererite d i the Accounts
of it published in this country, that these adven-
have been led o belicve that the

le population of Lthe Island noet only desired to
throw ol the authority of the mother eountry, but
had resolved l!{n_ih that :-i.(['l. and lii!r_i ].H":;llll A
Wi enterprise for effeciing it.  The
persons engaged in the expedition were generally
youny and ill-informed. The steamer an which
they embarked left New Orleans stealthily and
without a clearance.  After touching at Key West,
she proces ded to the coast of Cubs, “and. on the
night between the 11th and 12th of August, land-
ed the persons on board at I’In}'!us, within about
twenty lv;{j_;llt- of Havana.

The main body of them proceeded to, and took
possession of, an infand villdge six"leagues distant,
leaving others to follow in charge of the baggage,
as soou as the means of transportativn could be
obtained. The latter, having taken up their line
of march to connect themselves with the main
body, and baving proceeded about four leagues
into the eountry, were attacked on the morning of
the 13th by a body of Spanish troops, and a bloo-
nl}' conflict ensued » alter which l.ht'_\‘ retreated to
the ]'i:'{'-- of disembarkalion, where about ﬁﬁ}' of

BIreYys scvt'in 10

|' concel ‘1‘il

Ir}-.. m obtained boats, and re-embarked therein.—

'll]:l'.\_' were, however, illtr:l’t‘rlr!i.-{l among the keys
near the shore by a Spanish steamer crnising on
the coast, captured and carried to Havana, and,
after being examined before a military court, were |
sentenced to be publiely exceuted, and the sen-
tence was earried into effect on the 16th day of
Augrust.

On receiy in;:; information of what had occurred,
Commodore Foxhall A. Parker, was instructed
to proceed in the steam-frigate Saranac to Ha-
vana, and inquire into the charges against the per- |
exccuted, the circumstances under which |
thev were taken, and whatsoever referred to their
trial and sentence. Copies of the instruetions
from the Department of State to him, and of his |
letters to that Department are herewith submit- |
ted.

According to the record of the examination, the |
prisoners all admitted the offences charged agninst |
them, of being hostile invaders of the island. At
the time of their trial and execution the main body |
of the invaders was still in the field. makine war
upon the Spanish authorties and Spanish subjects.
After the lapse of some days, being overcome by
the Spanish troops, they dispersed on the 24th of

S01s

| August ; Lopez, their leader, was captured some

days after, and executed on the 1st of September. |
Many of his remaining followers were killed, or|
died of hunger or fatigue, and the rest were made
prisoners. Of these, none appear to have been
tried or executed. Several of them were pardon-
ed upon application of their friends and others, and |
the rest, about one hundred and sixty in numper,
were sent to Spain.  Of the final disposition made
of these we have no official information.

Such is the melancholy result of this illegal and
ill-fated expedition. Thus, thoughtless young|
men have been induced, by false aund fraudulent
representations, 1o v iolate the law of their country,
through rashand unfounded expectations of assist.-:
ing to accomplish political revolutions in other|
Siates, and bave lost their lives in the undertaking. |
Too severe a judgment can bardly be passed, b)'!

who. being better informed themselves, have yet
led away the ardor of youth and an ill-directed
love of political liberty.  The correspondence be-
tween this Government and that of Spain relating
to this transaction is herewith communicated.
Although these offenders against the laws have
forfeited the protection of their country, yet l!m
Government may, so far as is consistent with its
obligations to other countries, and its fixed pur-
pose to maintain and enforce the laws, entertain
sympathy for their unoffeding families and friends,
as well as a feeling of compassion for themselves.
Accordingly no proper effort has been spared, and
none will be spared, to procure the release of such
citizens of the United States, engaged in this un-
lawful enterprise, as are now in confinement in
Spain ; butit isto be hoped that such interposi-
tion with the government of that country may not
be considered as affording any nd of expecta-
tion that the Government of the United States will,
hereafter feel itself under any obligation of duty to
intercede for the liberation or pardon of such per-
sons as are t offenders inst the law of
nations and the laws of the United States. These
laws must be executed. Ifwe desire to maiutain
our ility among the nations of the earth,
it behooves us to enforce steadily and sternly the

neutrality acts passed by Congress, and to follow,

' Government expeeted to be establishoad.

Lof foreizn States.

Our true mission not Lo propagate our opinions,

justice, the blessings of self-government, and the

| ment of free gevernments, and the ﬁ}'n'll‘l?!.{l]_\‘ with

voked to stific public sentiment and repress the

as far as may be, the violation of those acts with
condign punishment.

But what gives a peeuliar criminality to this in-
vasion of Cuba is, that under the lead of Spanish
subjects, and with the aid of citizens of the gnilcd
States, it had it origin, with many in motives of
cupidity. Money was advanced by individuals,

robably in considerable amounts, to purchase Cu-

an bonds, as they have been called, issued by
Lopez, sold, doubtless, at a very large discount,
and for the payment of which the public lands and
public property of Cuba, of whatever kind, and
the fiscal resources of the people and Government
of that [sland, from whatever souree to be deriv-
ed, were ‘pledged, as well as the good faith of the
All these
means of payment, it is evident, were only to be
obtained by a process of bloodshed, war, and rev-
olution. None will deny that those who set on
foot military expeditions against foreign States by
means like these, are far more culpable than the
ignorant and the vecessitous whom they induce to
go forth as the ostensible parties in the proceeding.
These originators of the invasion of Cuba seem to
have determined, with coolness and system, upon
an undertaking which should disgrace their eoun-
try, violate its laws, and put to hazard the lives of
ill-informed and deluded men.  You will consider
whether further legislation be necessary to prevent
the perpetration of such offences in future.

Noindividuals bave a right to hazard the peace
of the country or violate its laws upon vague no-
tions of altering or reforming governments in oth-
er States. This principle is notonly reasonable in
itself, and in accordance with public law, but is en-

grafted into the codes of other nations as well as!
are the sentiments of !
of what is due to the funetionaries of other govern- :
As in war, the bearers of |

our own. But while such
this Government, it may be added that every in-
dependent nation must be presumed to be able to
defend its possessions against unauthorized indi-
viduals banded together to attack them. The
Government of the United States, at all times since
its cstablishment, has abstained and has sought to
restrain the citizens of the country, from entering
into controversies between other powers, and to ob-
serve all the duties of neutrality.
riod of the Government, in the administration of
Washington, several laws were passed for this
purpose.  The main provisions of these laws were
re-enacted by the act of April, 1818, by which,

amongst other things, it was declared that if any !

person shall, within the territory or jurisdiction of
the United States, begin, or set on foot, or pro-
vide, or prepare the means for any military expe-
dition or enterprise o be carried on from thence
aguinst the territory or dominion of any foreign
prince or State, or of any colony, distriet, or peo-
ple with whom the United States are at peace, ev-
ery person so offending shall be deemed guilty of
a hich misdemeanor, and shall be fined, not ex-
ceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisoned
not more than three voars ; and this lawshas been
exeented and enforced, to the full extent of the
power of the Government, from that day to this.

In proclaiming and adhering to the doctrine of

neutrality and non-intervention, the United States |

have not followed the lead of other civilized na-
tions ; they have taken the lead themselves, and
have been followed by others. This was admit-
ted by one of the most eminent of modern British
Statesman, who said in Parliament, while a minis-

(terof the crown, “that, if bhe wished for a guide in

a system of neutrality, he should take at laid

‘down by America in the days of Washington and

the secretary-ship of Jefferson " and we gee, in
fact, that the act of Congress of 1818 was follow-
ed, the succeeding year, by an ast of the Parlia-
ment of England, substantially the same in its
general provisions. Up to fliat time there had
been no similar law in England, except certain
highly penal statutes passed in the reign of George
I11., prohibiting English subjeets from enlisting in
fore 1gn service, the avowed object of which statutes
was, that foreign armies, raised for the purpose o
restoring the house of Stuartto the throne, shoul
not be strengthened by recruits from England
herself.

All must see that difficulties may arise in carry-
ing the laws referred to into execution in a coun-

| try now baving three or four thousand miles of sea
‘eoast, with an infinite number of ports and har- |

bors and small inlets, from some of which unlawful
expeditions may suddenly set forth, without the
knowledge of Government, against the possessions

Friendly relations with all, but entangling al-
liances with none, has long been a maxim with us.

or impose upon other countries our form of gov-
ernment, by artifice or force ; but to teach by ex-
ample, and show by our success, moderation and

advantages of free Institutions.  Let every people
choose for itself, and make and alter its political
institutions to suit its owh condition and conveni- |
ence. But, while we avow and maintain this neu- |
tral policy ourselves, we are anxious to see the|
same forbearance on the part of other nations,
whose forms of government are different from our
own. The deep interest which we feel in the
spread of liberal principles and the establish-

which we witness every struggle against oppres-
sion, forbid that we should be wdifferent to a case
in which the strang arm of a foreign power is in-

spirit of freedom in any country.

The governments of Great Britian and Franece
have issued orders to their naval commanders on
the West India station to prevent by foree, if ne-
cessary, the landing of adventurers from any na-
tion on the Island of Cuba with hostile intent.—
The copy of a memorandum of a conversation on
this subject between the Charge d’Aflairs of her|
Brittanic Majesty and the Acting Secretary of
State, and of a subsequent note of the former to
the Department of State, are herewith submitted,
together with a eopy of a note of the Acting Sec-
retary of State to the Minister of the French re-
public, and of the reply of the latter, on the same
subject. These papers will acquaint you with the |
grounds of this intérposition of the two leading |
commerecial powers of Europe, and with the :lp—‘
prehensions, which this Government could not fail |
to entertain, that such inlerposition, if carried into
effect, might lead to abuses in derogation of Lhe‘
maritime rights of the United States, The mari-
time rights of the United States are founded on a
firm, secure, and well-defined basis ; they stand
upon the ground of National Independence and
public law, and will be maintained in all their full
and just extent.

The principle which this Government has here-
tofore solemnly announced, it still adheres to, and
will maintain under all circumsiances and at all
hazards. That principle is, that every regularly
documented merchant vessel, the crew who navi-
gate, and those on board of it will find their pro-
tection in the flag which is over them. No Awmer-
ican ship can be allowed to be visited or searched
for the of ascertaining the character of
individuals on board, nor can there be allowed any
watch vessels of any foreign nation over
Amem:’u st:sseln on the };oasmlgz} the United
It will be

States or the seas adjacent thereto.

seen by the last communication from the British | posse

Charge d’ Affairs to the t of State, that
o ed | Secretary of State

he is authorized to. assure the S

At an early pe- |

the prevenfive measures against the expeditions,
which the United States Government itself has de-
nounced &% not being entitled to the protection of
any Government, no interference shall take place
with the lawful commerce of any nation.

In addition to the correspondence on this sub-
ect, herewith submitted, official information has

n received at the Department of State, of as-
surances by the Freneh Government that, in the
orders given to the French naval forees, they
were expressly instructed, in any operations they

its protection.

and those nations, and it is of the utmost impor-
tance that, while residing in the country, they
should feel a perfect security solong as they faith-
fully discharge their respective duties and are
' guilty of no violation of our laws. This is the ad-
| mitted law of nations, and no country has a decp-

er interest in maintaining it than the United

| States,

| Our commerce spreads over every sea and vis- |

its every clime, and our ministers and consuls are
|ssppuinh-cl to protect the interests of that com-
'merce, as well as to guard the peace of the coun-
(try and maintain the honor of its flag. But how can
| they discharge these duties unless they be them-
'selves protected ; and, if protected, it must be by
the laws of the country in which they reside.—

residing in foreign nations is exactly the measure

ments residing here.
flags of truce are sacred, or else wars would be in-

terminable, so in peace, embassadors, public min- |
isters, and eonsuls, charged with friendly nation- |
al intercourse, are objects of especial respect and

protection, each aeccording to the rights belong-
ing to his rank and station.

In view of these important prineiples, it is with
deep mortification and regret I announce to you
that, during the excitement growing out of the

exceutions at Havana, the office of her Catholic|

majesty’s consul at New Orieans was assailed by
a mob, his property destroyed, the Spanish flag
found in the office carried off and torn in pieces,

and he himself induced to flee for his personal |

safety, which he supposed to be in danger. On

receiving intelligence of these events, 1 forthwith|
directed the attorney of the United States residing |

at New Orleans to ftlrliliru into the facts and the

(extent of the pecuniary loss sustained by the con-|

{sul, with the intention of laying them before you,

that you might make provision for such indemnity |

to him as a just regard for the honor of the nation
and the respect which is due to a friendly power,
mightin vour judgement seem to require. The
correspondence upon this subject between the See-
retary of State and her Catholic mgjesty’s minister
plenipotentiary is herewith transminted.

The oecurrence at New Orleans has led me to
give my attention to the state of our laws in re-
gard to foreign embassadors, ministers and consuls.
I think the legislation of the country is deficient in
{ not providing sufficiently eitber for the protection
g~ the punishment of consuls. I therefore re-
commend the subject to the consideration of Con-
LTSS,

Your attention is again invited to the question
of reciprocal trade between the United States and
Canada and other British possessions near our
frontier. Overtures for a convention upon this
|subject have been received from her Britanic
Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, but it seems
|to be in many respects preferable that the matter
should be regulated by reciprocal legislation.—
| Doeuments are laid before you showing the terms
which the British government is willing to offer,
| and the measures which it may adopt, if some ar-
| fangement upon this subject shall not be made.

From the accompanying copy of a note from the
British Legation at Washington, and the reply of |
the Department of State thereto, it will appear that
her DBrittanic Majesty’s government is desirous
thata part of the boundary line between Oregunl
and the Brittish possessions should be authorita- |
tively marked out, and that an intention was ex- |
pressed to apply to Congress for an appropriation |
to defray the expense thercof on the part of the |
United States. Your attention to this subject is|
accordingly invited, and a proper appropriation |
recommended. |

A convention for the adjustment of claims of)
citizens of the United States against Portugal has
been coneluded, and the ratifiestions have been ex-
changed. The first instalment of the amount to
be paid by Portugal fell due on the 30th bf Sept.
last, and has been paid. |

The President of the French I‘t-publix‘. accord- |
ing to the provisions of the convention, has been|
selected as arbiter in the case of the Gen. Arm-
strong ; and has signified that he aceepts the trust |
and the high satisfaction he feels in acting as the
common friend of two nations, with which France |
is united by' sentiments of sincere and lasting|
amity.

The Turkish government has expressed its
thanks for the kind reception given to the Sultan’s|
agent, Amin Bey, on the occasion of his recent|
visit to the Fnited States.  On the 28th of Febru-|
ary last a despatch was addressed by the Secretary |
of State to Mr. Marsh, the Ameriean Minister at/
Constantinople, instrueting him to ask of the Tur-
kish government permission for the Hungarians, |
then imprisoned within the dominions of the Sub-
lime Porte, to remove to this country. On the 3d
of March last both Houses of Congress passed a
resolution requesting the President to authorize
the employment of a public vessel to convey to this
country Louis Kossuth and his associates in cap-
tivity.

The instruetion above referred to was complied |
with, and the Tuarkish government having releas-
ed Governor Kossuth and his companions from
prison, on the 10th Sepiember last, they embark-

|
ed on board of the United States steam frigate |
Mississippi, which was selected to carry into effeet|
the resolution of Congress. Governor Kossuth)
left the Mississippi at Gibralta, for the purpose of
making a visit to England, and may shortly be
expected in New York. By communications to
the Department of State he hasexpressed his grate-
ful acknowledgements for the mterposition of this
Government in behalf of himsell und his associates.
This country has ‘Lll’sl]y been regarded as a sufe
asylum for those whom political events have exiled
from their own homes in Europe ; and it is recom-
mendeded to Congress to consider in what man-
ner Governor Kossuth zad his companions, brovght
hither by its authority, shall be received and treat-
o .

Itis earnestiy to be hoped that the differences
which liave some time past been pénding between
the Government of the French Republic and that
of the Sandwich Islands, may be peaceably and
durably adjusted, so as to sceure the indépendence
of those Islands. Lovg before the events which
have of late imparted so much importance to the

ossessions of the United States on the Pacific,
we ackpowledged the Independence of the Ha-
waiian Government. This Government was' first

that every care will be taken that, in excediing

in taking thatgtep, and severalof the feading pow-

might engage in, 1o respect the flag of the United |
States wherever it might appear, and to commit no |
act of hostility upon any vessel or armament under |

Ministers and consuls of foreign nations are the |
means and agents of communication bétween us|

And what is due to our own public funetionaries |

ers of Europe immediately followed. We are in-
fluenced in this measure by the existing snd pros-
pective importance of the islands as a place of 1o-
| fuge and refreshment for our vessels engaged in
the whale fishery, and by the considevation that
they lie in the course of the great trade which must,
at no distant day, be earried on between the west-
ern coast of North America and Eastern Asia.

We were also influenced la_‘.‘ 2 desire that those
islands should not pass under the contral of any
other great maitime State, but should remsin in an
illdl‘prlldt"l‘il condition, and =o be acecessible and
useful to the commerce of all nations. [ need no.
say that the importance of these considerations hus
been greatly enhanced by the sudden and vast de-
vvloplhunl which the interests of the United States
have attained in Californin and Oregon; and the
poliey heretofore adopted in regard 10 those islands
will be steadily pursued.
| It is gratifying not only to those who consider
the commercial interests of nations, but also to all
who favor the progress of knowledge and the diffu-
| sion of religion, to see 2 community emerge from a
savage state and attain such a degree of civiliza-
tion in those distant seas.

It is much to be deplored that the internal tran-
quility of the Mexican republic should again be
seriously disturbed ; for, since the peace between
| that republic and the United States, it had enjoy-
ed such comparatve repose that the most favorable
nnl.ivi;-:ntiuns for the future micht, with a desree
of confidence, have been indulsed. These, Low-
ever, have been thwarted by the recent ontbreak
in the State of Tamaulipss, on the right bank of
the Rio Bravo. Having received information that
persons from the United States had taken part in
the insurrection, and apprebending that their ex-
ample might be followed by othcers, 1 caused or
ders to be issaed for the purpose of preventing augy
hostile expeditions aguinst Mexico from being set
on foot in vielation of the laws of the U
¥ likewise issued a proclamation upon the subject,
a copy of which is herewith luid before vou. This
appeared to be rendered imperative by the obliza-
(tions of treaties and the gencrul duties of good
neighborhood.

In my last annual message 1 informed Congress
| that citizens of the United States had vndertaken
the connexion of the two oceans by means of a
rail road across the Isthmus of Telhuantepee, un-
der a grant of the Mexican government to a cill-
zen of that republic; and that this enterprise
would probably be prosceuted with energy when-
ever Mexico should eonsent to such stipulations
with the Government of the Upited States as
[ should impart a feeling of security to those whe
should invest their property in the enterprize,

A convention between the two governments for
the accomplishment of that end has been ratified
by this Government, and only awaits the decision
of the Congress and the Executive.

Some unexpected difficulties and delavs have
|arisen in the ratification of that convention by
| Mexico, but it is to be presumed that her deeisi 1
| will be governed by just and enlightened views, as
Ji\\'(:“ of the E_'IL'IH.'I',".I im]u-:'lnm:(: of the l_»';.r_i-_ cl, as ol
{ her own interests and obligations.
| In negotiating®uipon this important subject, this
| Government has had in view one, and ouly one,
| object. The objeet has been, and is, the construe-
'tion or attainment of a passage from ocean to
| ocean, the shortest and the best for travellers and
]mcrehaudisc, and equally epen to all the world —
| It has sought to obtain ne territorial acquisition,
nor any advantage peculiar to itself ; #nd it would
sce, with the greatest regret, that Mexico should
oppose any obstacle to the accomplishment of an
enterprise which promises so much eonvérfiende to
| the whole commercial world, and suelk emiment
|advantages to Mexico bherself. TmprE¥sed with
i:-ln-su sentiments and these convictions, the Gov-
ernment will continue to exert all proper efforts to
bring about the neeessary arrangement with the
'republic of Mexico for the speedy completion of
| the work.

For some months past the Republic of Nicara-
gua has been the theatre of one of those civil con-
vulsions, from which the ciuse of free institutions,
and the general prosperity and social progress of
the States of Central America have so often and
so severely suffered.  Until quiet shall have been
restored, and a government apparently stable
shall have been organized, no advance can pru-
dently be made in disposing of the questions pen-
ding between the two countries.

} am happy to announce that an inter-oceanic
communication from the mouth of the 8t. John
to the Pacific has been so far accomplished as that
passengers have actually traversed it and mer-

|

. etates,

the canal shall have been completed, according to

be further improved.

It is understood that a considerable part of the
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama has been
completed, and that the mail and passengers will
in future be conveyed thereon.

Whichever of the several routes between the
two oceans may ullimately prove most eligible for
travellers to and from the different States on the

them will be useful to the publie, and will liberally
reward that individna! eaterprise, by which alone
they have been or are to be carried mto effect.
Peuace has been concluded between the contend-
ing parties in the Island of St. Domingo, and it is
oped upon a durabie basis. Such is the extent
of our commeércial relattons with that Island, that
the U. States cannot fail to feel a strong interest
in its tranquility.
The office of Commissioner to China remains

The an-
nual allowance by law is six thousand dollars, and
there is no provision for any outfit. 1 earpesty
recommend the comsideration of this subject to
Congress. Our commerce with China is highly
important, and i$ beeoming more and more so, in
consequence of the increasing intercouse between
our poris on the Pacific coast and Eastern Asia—
China is understood to be a country in which liv-
ing is very expensive, and I know of no reason
why the American Commissioner sent hither

'should not be placed, in regard to compensation,

on an equal footing with micisters who represent
this country at the courts of Europe.

By reference to the Report of the Secretary of the
Treasury, it will be seen that the aguregate receipts

| for the last fiscal year amounted to ¥52,312,979 57; and all persons holding

which: with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist ol
July, 1850, gave, as the available means for the year,
the sum of 854,917,520 36.
The total expendituree for the same period were
845,005,878 68.
The tetal imports for the year
ending 30th Juse, 1851, were
0]:; which there v.;ere in specie
The experts for the same peri-
od wg;e B £217,517,130
Of which there were of domes-
tic products $178.546.555
Fereigu govds re-exported  0.783,610
Specie - 29,231,850
—_—R917,512,130

Sinec the Ist of Decembor lust the payments in

$215,725.,995
4,967,001

o my

cash on acconnt of the public debt, exclusive of inter-
est, have amounted to $7.501,466 56 ; which, howiv-
er, incindes the sum of $3,242,400 paid under the 12th

"=rticle of the treaty with Mexico,and the further sum
of $2,501.213 45, being the amount of swards to
American citizens under the late treaty with Mexice,
for which the issue of stock was suthorised, but which
wus paid in cash from the Treasury.

The public debt on the 20th ylt., exclusive of the
tock autherised to be issned to Texas by the act oi
Gtk September, 1850, was $62.560,395 26.

The receipts for the next fiscal year are estimated nt
$451,800,000, which, with the probable unappropriated
salance in the Treasury, on the 30th June next, will
give, es the probable available means for that yoar, the
sum of $63,258,743 09. ‘

It has been decmed proper, in view of the larpe ex.
penditures consequent upon the acquisiti torrito-
ry from Mexico, that the estimates forth t fiscal
vear should be laid before Congress in sucimanrer
#s to distinguish the expeuditures so required from the
othorwise ordinery demands upon the T'reasury.

The total expenditures for the next fiscal yeur are
estimated at $£42,802.269 19, of which there is requircd
for the ordinary purposes of the Government, other
than those conseguent upun the acauisition of vur new
Territories, and deducting the pay ments on account of
the public debt, the =um of $33,342,148 08; and for
the purposes connected directly or indirectly with those
Territories, ann in the fulfiliment of the ohfration:

tof the Guvernment, contracted in conseglence of
their acquisition, the sum of $9,545.101 11.

If the views of the Secretary of the Treasun in
reference to the expenditures required for these Terr
toriés shall be met by corresponding action on the pan
of Congress, and appropriations made in accordance
therewith, there will be an estimated unuppropriated
balance in the Tressury on the 30th June, 1853, o
$20,366,443 90, wherewith to mcet that portion of
the public deht due on the firet July following. amcunt-
ing to $6,237,931 35, as well as suy appropristions
which way be made beyond the estimstes.

In thus referring to the estimated expenditares ou
account of cur Aewly-acquired Terrtories, I may ex-
prees the hope that Congress will coneur with 1o 1
the desire that a liberal course of policy may be pur-
sued towards them, and that every obligation, express
or implied, entered into in comsequence of the acgui-
i sition, shall be fulfilled by the most hiberal appropria.
tions for that purpose.

The values of our domestic exports for the last fis
cal year, as compared with those of the previcus year,
exhibit an increase of $43.646,322. At first view this
condition of our trade with foreign nations woul
seem to present the most flattering hopes of its luture
prosperity. An examination of the details of our ex-
ports, however, will show that the increased valoe ot
our exports for the last fiscnl year is to be found in the
high price of cotton which preveiled during the firs:
linlf of that vear, which price has since declined chout
one-half,

The velue of our exports of breadstufls and proni-
sions, which it was supposed the incentive of a low
tariff and large importations from abroad would have
preatly sugmented, have fallen from 868,701,921, in
1547, to $26,051.373, in 1850, and to %21 945,653, in
18581, with a strong probability, amounting almost {
a certainty, of a still (further reduction in the curremt
YORY.

The aggregate value of rice exported during the last
ti=eal year, as compared with the previous year, alsn
exhibit a decrease amounting to J460,817, which, with
a decline in the values of the exports of tebaceo for
the same period, make an nggregute decrease in these
twe articles of §1,156,751.

The polioy which dictated a low rate of duties un
foreign merchandise, it was thought by those who pro-
moted and established it, would tend to benefit the
furming population of this country, by incressing the
' demand and raising the price of agricultural products
in foreign markets,

The foregoing (vets, however, scem to show incon-
testibly that ne such result has followed the adoption
of this policy. On the contrary, notwithstanding the
repeal of the restrictive corn laws in Engand, he
foreign demund for the products of the American far-
mer has steadily declined, since the short crops and
consequent famine in a portion of Europe have been
happily replaced by full crops and comparative abund-
unce of fued.

It will be seen, by recurring to the commercial sta-
tistics for the past yoar, that value of our domes-
tic exports has been' increased in the single itcm of
raw cotton by $40,000,000 over the value ol that ex-
port for the year preceding. This is net due to any
increased genersd demand for that article, but to the
short crop of the precediug year, which created an ju-

| creased demand and an augmented. prica for. the crop
‘of last vear. Should the cotton cropnow geaug fur-
ward to market be only equal in quuntity to that of the
preceding year, and be sold at the present prices, then
there would be a falling off' in the value of our ex-
ports for the present fiscal year, of at least $40,000.000
compared with the amount exported for the year end-
ing 3th June, 1851.

The production of gold in California for the past
year seems to promise a large supply of that metal
from that quarter for some tune to come. This large

| annual increase of the currency of the world must be
'attended with its usual results, These have beeu
talready partially disclosed in the enhancement of pri-

| chandise has been transported over it ; and when | ces and a rising spirit of speculation and adventure,

'tending to overtrading, as well at home as abroad —

| the original plan, the means of communication will | Unless some salutary check shall be given to these

| tendencies, it is to be feared thut importations of {ur-

| eign goods beyond & healthy demand in this cotniry

' will lead to asudden drain of the precious metals fromn
us, bringing with it as it has done in former tmes,
the most disastrous consequences to the business and

| capital of the Awmerican people. .

| The exports of specie to liquidate our foreign debt
during the past fiscal yesr, have been 824,263,979 over

| the amoont of specie imported. The exports.of spo-

| Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico and our const on the ¢ie during the first quarter of the present Gscal year
| Pacifie, there is little reason to doubt thst all of

have been $14,631,827. Should specie continue te be
exported at this rate for the remaining three quarters
of this year, it will drain from our metallic eurrency
during the year ending 30th June, 1852, the enormous
Lamount of {H8,607.308.
. In the present prospercus condition of the nuticnal
tinances, 1t will become the duty of Congress to coi-
| sitder the best mode of paying off’ the public debt.. It
the present and anticipated surplus in the Treasur;
should not be emploved in such way, snd under sucic
restaictions as Congress may enact, in extinguiching
the outstanding debt of the nation.
By reference to the Act of Congress, approved M

I unflilled ; scveral persons have been appointed | geptember, 1850, itwill be secn that, in considerativi
|and the place has been offered to others, all of ' of certain concessions by the State of Texas, it is
| whom have declined its acoeptance, on the ground | provided that the < United States shall pay the State
| of the inadequacy of the compensation.

‘of Texas the sum of ten millicusof dollars, in astock
bearing five per cent. interest, and redeemable at the
end of fourteen yeors, the interest payable balf year-
ly, at the Treasury of the United States.” "

In the same section of the law it isfurther provided
* that no more than five millions of said stock shuil

b issued until the creditors of the State holding bonds
and other certificates of the stock of Wexas, for which

| dutics on im were spebd pledged, shall first filo
at the Treasury of the United States releases of ull
claims the United States, for or on eccount o)

| said bonds or certificates, in sach form as shall be pre-

‘scribed by the Secretary of the Treasary, and &) -
proved by the President of the United States

The form of release thus provided for has beef pre-
| scribed by the : of the Treasury, and ap-
proved. It hes been publi in all the leading new =-

s in the commercial cities of the United Statc<,
claims of the kind specified in
the fore,;umg‘r pru;::, were wfihndtr file their re-
leases (in forin thys prescribes ¢ Treasury of
| the United States, on Pﬂbeﬁte st dsy of October
1551. Although this publicztion has been continued

'frem the 25th day of E’m:h, 1851, yet up to tho 1st

'of October last, comparatively féw releases hed beca

 filed by the creditors of Texas.-

| The autorities of the Stute of Texas, ut the request

(of the Secretary of the Treassry, have furrished «
schedule of the public debt of MMMMJror.

' to her admission into the Unien, with'a copy of the
laws ander which each class was contracted.

| 1 have, from the documents furni au:e :
|of Texas, mﬁﬂh; _uuthﬂéi""_ Wﬂ & which-
- - -n . .
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